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2000-2003
Jean-Bertrand Aristide and his party, Fanmi 
Lavalas, win landslide elections in Haiti. The 
US, Canada and the European Union cut aid to 
Haiti and divert funds to NGOs. The US funds 
opposition parties and blocks international 
loans to Haiti.  The Haitian economy collapses. 
Canadian, American, and French officials meet in 
Meech Lake, Quebec, and reportedly evoke the 
possibility of regime change in Haiti.

2004-2005
Former Haitian soldiers invade northern Haiti, 
overrun towns and kill police officers. US 
forces fly Aristide to the Central African 
Republic. American, Canadian and French troops 
arrive in Haiti as repression of Aristide 
supporters begins. Gérard Latortue is installed 
as Prime Minister. Soldiers from Brazil, Chile, 
and Jordan arrive to form UN force.

2006-2008
The British medical journal, The Lancet, 
publishes its human rights report on Haiti’s 
capital city during the Latortue regime: 8,000 
murders and 35,000 sexual assaults.  
Elections bring an end to the coup d’état 
period. UN troop levels reach 9,000 from over 
30 countries. Canada proposes extending UN 
mission to 2011. Protests against high cost of 
living erupt in Haiti.

2009
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In April 2009, Fanmi Lavalas, the largest 
political party in Haiti, is banned from the first 
round of national elections.  90% of eligible 
voters boycott the election. In November 2009, 
Fanmi Lavalas is banned from the second round 
of national elections (to be held in February 
2010).
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Darren Ell
Haïti : Holdup

2000-2003
Victoire en forme de raz-de-marée de Jean-
Bertrand Aristide et de son parti, Fanmi 
Lavalas, aux élections en Haïti. Les États-Unis, 
le Canada et l’Union Européenne coupent leur 
soutien financier à Haïti et en redirigent une 
partie vers des ONG.  Les Etats-Unis financent 
les partis de l’opposition et bloquent les prêts 
internationaux à Haïti. L’économie haïtienne 
s’effondre. Des membres du gouvernement 
canadien, américain et françaisse réunissent au 
Lac Meech, Québec. On rapporte qu’un possible 
changement de régime en Haïti y aurait été 
évoqué.

2004-2005
D’anciens soldats haïtiens envahissent le nord 
du pays, occupent les villes et tuent des 
policiers. Un avion des forces américaines 
t r a n s p o r t e A r i s t i d e e n R é p u b l i q u e 
Centrafricaine. Des troupes provenant des 
Etats-Unis, du Canada et de la France arrivent 
en Haïti au moment où débute la répression des 
partisans d’Aristide. Gérard Latortue est fait 
Premier ministre. Des soldats sont envoyés du 
Brésil, du Chili et de la Jordanie pour former 
les forces des Nations unies.

2006-2008
Le journal médical britannique The Lancet 
publie son rapport sur les droits humains dans 
la capitale d’Haïti sous le regimede Latortue: 8 
000 meurtres et 35 000 agressions sexuelles. 
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Les élections mettent fin au coup d’état. Les 
forces des Nations unies s’élèvent à 9 000 
soldats provenant de plus de 30 pays. Le 
Canada propose de prolonger la mission de 
l’ONU jusqu’en 2011. Des protestations 
contre la hausse du coût de la vie en Haïti 
explosent.

2009
En avril 2009, Fanmi Lavalas, le plus important 
parti politique du pays, est exclu du premier 
tour des élections nationales.  90% des 
électeurs boycottent les élections. En 
novembre 2009, Fanmi Lavalas est exclu du 
deuxième tour des élections nationales (prévues 
pour février 2010).
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ARTIST STATEMENT

The themes central to my artistic practice can be found in 

the discourses of post-colonialism and documentary 

photography.  The work is informed by the legacy of 

colonialism, the impact of imperialism and globalization, 

displacement and exile, socio-economic inequality, injustice, 

human rights, truth in documentary photography, the 

responsibility of bearing witness, and art as a tool of 

social transformation.

As a photographer, I am interested in the photograph’s 

simultaneous existence as document and tableaux and its 

ability to exist both as an index of reality and as a 

representation, that is, as an image.  I enjoy exploiting its 

purely denotative ability, its accurate visual description of 

a particular place at a particular time, as well as its 

connotative powers, its ability to evoke meanings that 

transcend the specificity of the captured moment.  I strive 

to produce artwork that can speak to a specific socio-

political situation, evoke a larger socio-political condition, 

and point to its causes and consequences.  I am interested 

in subject matter with a discernible local-global 

connection, rooted in my locality but connected to a large 

global concern.

I have found that a single photograph is inadequate in 

dealing with the complex issues I explore.  I tend to use a 

variety of visual approaches in my practice such as 

landscape, portraiture, and images of public and private 

spaces grouped into triptychs.  The images are often 
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complemented by audio interviews, video projections, 

witness statements, biographies and historical texts, all of 

which anchor, inform and weaponize the images.

Explanation, advocacy, and provocation are important 

components of my artwork.  I choose issues that are 

misrepresented or downplayed in the mainstream media and 

therefore poorly understood by the public, but that are 

nonetheless of importance on a local and global scale.  

They are issues that challenge modernist notions of 

progress and Western superiority.  My point of view is often 

contrary to prevailing public opinion.  For example, studies 

reveal that most Canadians see Canada’s role as positive in 

the world.  My work, however, looks at the damaging 

effects of Canadian policies on people from Palestine, 

Egypt, Syria, Algeria, Russia, Somalia, Turkey, Columbia and 

Haiti.  Challenging received truths requires several years 

of factual research for each of my projects .  

Collaboration is an important component of this process:  I 

work with researchers, investigative journalists, activists 

and lawyers in order to acquire an in-depth understanding 

of my chosen issues.

Since all of my projects focus on victimized groups of 

people, I involve myself in their struggle as an artist-

citizen.  During the two to three years it takes to complete 

a project, I engage in journalism and activism to bring their 

cause to a larger audience.  This in turn generates interest 

in my artwork.
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Social change requires sustained collective action.  A body 

of artwork, no matter how well-executed, engaged and 

widely-viewed it may be, will not alone change the outcome 

of the issues it addresses.  However, to the extent that the 

art gallery can be a meditative space for reflection and a 

venue for counter-hegemonic voices, the exhibited work can 

change consciousness and fulfil the ameliorative role of 

documentary-based artwork. 

DARREN ELL
January 2010

7



Darren Ell – Biography

Darren Ell works primarily in portraiture and documentary reportage.  His portraits of illegal 
detainees and refugees facing deportation were exhibited at Montreal's Dazibao Gallery in 2006 
and again in Montreal’s Maison de la culture in 2009.   His documentary coverage of the impact of 
the 2004 coup d'etat in Haiti was published with the National Film Board of Canada's Citizenshift, 
and with the Haiti Information Project, winner of a 2008 Project Censored award for making 
events in Haiti one of the most important under-reported stories in the world.  His stories on Haiti 
were picked up by independent news sites around the world.  His documentary work on the 
impact of the Israeli occupation in the West Bank and Gaza during the Second Intifada was 
published by Chicago’s Electronic Intifada and became an exhibition exhibited in Montreal and 
Winnipeg in 2004 and 2005. 
 
Ell is currently working on two portrait projects:  one explores the lives of students in a high school 
for the poor located in the richest neighborhood in Haiti; the other investigates the struggles and 
aspirations of adult immigrant students in Montreal.  

His images have been published with media organizations such as CBC-Radio-Canada, the Toronto 
Star, the National Post, La Presse, Aljazeera International, Citizenshift, Montreal Mirror, Hour, 
Dominion, Canadian Dimension, Briarpatch Magazine, Alternatives le journal, Siafu Magazine, 
Tadamon, Montreal Serai, Electronic Intifada, and Haiti Action.  

He is originally from Regina, Saskatchewan where he studied Political Science, Religious Studies 
and French as a Second Language.  He began photographing and writing for alternative media in 
the 1990s.  In 2000 he began studies in Fine Arts at Concordia University and completed his MFA 
in 2008.  Ell also teaches French as a Second Language in Montreal.
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To learn more about Canada and Haiti, contact the artist at elldarren@gmail.com or consult the website of 
Canada Haiti Action at http://canadahaitiaction.ca

Haiti : Holdup is dedicated to Lovinsky Pierre-Antoine, Haitian human rights activist 
disappeared in Port-au-Prince on August 12th, 2007.
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